ASSIGNMENTS AND PROJECTS

BLOG ASSIGNMENT

This week you will design a simple personal blog site (a one-page blog) on which you will introduce yourself to your classmates. The purpose of the assignment is to introduce you to the world of blogging. Once you have created your personal site you will understand how simple and thus how elegant a blog site can be—and you will begin to appreciate how powerful they can be as well.

This blog experience is a good introduction to simple web design, which we will then build on as we later work on the web site project. By experimenting with fonts, colors, pictures and formats you will begin to think about many of the complex issues that we will deal with later in the course.

Your blog should be devoted to something is of interest to you. You may want to consider doing the blog on what you will do for your web site to integrate the two. That, however, is not necessary.

We will devote a class to Blogger and I would note that the "help" section of Blogger itself is very good, and will answer most questions in a clear manner. There are lots of downloads on YouTube about how to do things, so if you run into a problem you might want to check there as well.

Blog Assignment


1. You are to create a BLOG using BLOGER. Why Blogger? Well first it is free and you have used up all your money buying books. Well first it is free and you have used up all your money buying books. Second it is easy and I am sure you will like that since we only have a very few days to absorb BLOGS and move on. Another reason to use a standard application is that I and others in the class can help you if you run  into trouble and that by everyone using the same application it is easier to compare sites and discuss pros and cons. I do not want you to use facebook because while this is very good for personal information it is not a viable tool to use to tell your story about a product or company you like or do not like to the general public. Blogs are better at that. A truly progressive company wise in the ways of internet awareness might wish to have a website, a blog, a social network action site (such as secondlife as well as a descriptive social network site such as facebook. Each would be designed for a different reason and reach the specific intended audience in a different manner.


2. Blogger is found at http://www.blogger.com and it is pretty much straight forward. Kids are amazed at how even adults can do it! Think I kidding just ask one. You can get a digital address and post a blogger site to a more formal web but why? That is really what web sites are all about and that is what we are going explore later.
WEB SITE DEVELOPMENT ASSIGNMENT


The first step in your site development is to design the functional specifications for the site. This is a written description of what the purpose of the site is and a set of “plans” for the site’s look and feel. Once this is accomplished the site can begin. Each  individual will provide a functional design for their site following the instructions located in the course web site and will build a professional grade web site based on the functional specifications. Your website is to be three pages. 

